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James Wesley Bryan 

James Wesley Bryan was born in Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish, La., 
March 11, 1874. He attended the public schools and Lake Charles 
College at Lake Charles, La. He graduated from Baylor University, 
Waco, Texas, in 1895 and from Yale University in 1897 where he 
studied law. In 1898 he was admitted to the bar and commenced 
practice at Lake Charles, La. He moved to Bremerton, Washington, 
in 1905 and continued the practice of law; was elected city attor-
ney in 1907,1908 and again in 1911; was a member of the State 
Senate 1908-1912; was elected as a Progressive Republican to the 
Sixty-third Congress (March 4, 1913-March 3, 1915); and was an 
unsuccessful candidate for renomination in 1914. He owned and 
published the Navy Yard American from 1915 to 1917. After that 
he resumed the practice of law, was prosecuting attorney of Kitsap 
County from 1926 to 1930, and served as president of the Bremer-
ton Port Commission 1933-1936. He then resumed the practice of 
law. Bryan died on August 26, 1956. 
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Subject Date 

General Correspondence 1869-1962,n.d~ 
(Lorene Bryan cwifeJ; Washington State Grange; Lyman cbrother?J; 
J. W. Bryan cfatherJ; Edwin G. Ames; Anti-Saloon League of 
Washington; C. P. c. of P. cHenry Nordahl, Sec. 3 ; John C. 
Hemrick; J. W. Bryan, Jr. cson3; S. A. Knapp; Washington State 
Taxpayers' Assn.; Wolf stone & Lambert; Esther Hildebrand; 
William R. Bonsell.) 

Speeches and writings 

Financial Records 

n.d. 

1908-1914 

~enealogy (includes correspondence with relatives, cet.) 

Miscellaney (notes, photos, etc.) 

Bryan, James w., Jr. 1918-1919 
Biography and writings 

Moore, Frederick West Case 

Hayward, et al vs. Bryan (#2341) 1910 
Disbarment proceedings (Kitsap County) 

Hayward, et al vs. Bryan (#74263) 1910 
Disbarment proceedings (King County) 

Yakey, John B. et al, Bryan vs. (#2707) 1911 

Times Printing Company, Inc., Bryan vs. (#96749) 1913 
@.... 

Bletbjin, Alden J., et al, Bryan vs. (#96764) 1913 

Bletb.J'n, Alden J., et al, Bryan vs. (#96801) 1913 
Rough drafts, court papers, receipt. 

Merkel, John c. vs. Bryan (#31465) 1953 
Correspondence, court papers, notes and reference materials. 

Merkel, John C. vs. Bryan (#32565) 
Appeal of #31465. 

Sigmond, Harry vs. Bryan (no number) 

Published Court Records 

1953 

1913 

Case #32519 appeal to Supreme Court of Wash. State (4 briefs) 
Gilmartin, et al vs. Stevens Investment Co. 

No. of Item 

30 

1 (9p.) 

8 

39 

7 

11 

13 

12 

5 

ca. 50 

20 

22 

ca. 40 

ca. 100 

13 

3 

Case #213567, Bremerton Municipal League vs. Sophia Brenner, et al, 
appeal from the Superior Court of Kitsap Co. (brief of appellants) 
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Published Court Records (Cont'd) 

Case #'28'589, answer brief of plaintiff-respondent of case #28567 
Case #314'58, Casco Company, et al vs. PUD #1, Thurston County, 

Wash., et al, appeal from the Superior Court of Thurston Co. 
(3 briefs) 

Scrapbook of Clippings 


